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Provision ofAccess for
900 Nmnber Services

In the Matter of

The NYNEX Telephone Companies ("NYNEX") hereby submit these

Reply Comments in the above-captioned matter.

The Teleservices Industry Association ("TIA") has requested that the

Commission institute a rulemaking proceeding to investigate the feasIbility of

implementing number portability for 900 access service.1 TIA assumes that

900 number portability can be easily accommodated by simple software

changes to the current 800 database system. TIA thus contends that the costs

of implementing 900 number portability "should be relatively minimal," 2 The

comments filed in this proceeding clearly demonstrate that TIA is wrong.

1 Clurently, 900 access &eJVice is provided throush an "NXX" sc.reening system. Under
this system, each iDterexehaDge curier is assigned specific NXX codes by Be11corc.
When a call is made to a 900 number, the oriP'ating LEe saoeDS the first six ctigil& of
the call, idearifies the IC to 'Miom the NXX is assigned, and routes the call to that Ie.
A 900 service provider C8DIlot switch caniers without changing its 900 swmba'. 'llms,

the 900 nmubers are not portable. . I /J~

2 TIA Petition at IS. No. of COples ree d-JoL.....·· .o::::;;tJ_.,)-
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It will be neither easy nor inexpensive to implement 900 nmnber

portability. As pointed out by US West in its Comments,3 in order to provide

900 nwnber portability using the current 800 database teelmology~ extensive

changes would have to be made to the Service Management System ("SMS")

software and the SMS computer hardware; the systems interfacing with the

SMS; the software controlling individual 800 data bases; and the switch

software which generates queries to the 800 databases. It is also not

possible, at this time, to provide nationwide 900 nmnber portability through

the use ofAdvanced Intelligent Network (AIN) teclmology. It will be at least

several years before all end offices throughout the coWltry will be AIN

equipped or have access to an AIN-equipped tandem.4

.As several parties pointed o~ either solution will be costly to

implement.S In view of the fact that the demand for 900 services is

decl:inin&6 NYNEX is concerned that it will. not be able to recover its costs of

implementing 900 number portability and will be left with stranded

investment. Under the circumstances, any rulemaking proceeding initiated by

3 U S West Commans at 3.

" Be1lSouth CoJnments at 3. NYNEX plans to begin deploying AIN teclmology in its
networldn 1995.

s A.meritcdJ. CODJm8llts at 1; Sprint COfI1I11C'.I1lS at 4 D. 1.

6 In the NYNEX regio~ the originating miDutes ofuse for 900 ser-viccs has declined
from almost 53 million in 1991 to an estimated 35 milljon in 1994.



3

the Commission must include consideration of the manner in which the LEes

would be permitted to recover the costs they reasonably incur to implement

900 portability.

Even if900 number portability is deemed desirable in the near term,

the Commission should not initiate a rulemalcing proceeding until industry

consensus is reached as to whether and how such portability should be

accomplished. The Commission should thus refer this issue to industry

policymaking bodies (as it has already done in the case of SOO number

portability) and refrain from expending scarce regulatory resources on the

specifics of implementation.

WHEREFORE, for the reasons discussed here~ NYNEX respectfully

submits that TIA's Petition for Rulemaking should be denied.

Respectfully submitted,

The NYNEX Telephone Companies

By: .f.4.,.~~YI!!I~~~ ~!»l~
Edward R. "lIo./ ....~

William J. Bale

120 Bloomingdale Road
White Plains, N.Y. 10605
(914) 644-2032

Their Attorneys
Dated: December 12, 1994
lUIa5.J,.doc
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